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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

NATIONAL TIRE SAFETY WEEK: PRESSURE MATTERS, TODAY AND DOWN THE ROAD  

Bendix Recommends Tire Pressure Monitoring Technologies 

to Ensure Optimal Care and Safe Vehicle Operation 

 
ELYRIA, Ohio – May 16, 2018 – Optimal braking performance depends on tires. The 

same thing goes for the effectiveness of full-stability systems. Collision mitigation too. And not 

surprisingly, imminent future technologies like lane-keeping assistance and platooning will be 

just as dependent on the proper upkeep of the most basic of commercial vehicle components. 

In advance of National Tire Safety Week (May 21-28), Bendix Commercial Vehicle 

Systems LLC offers reminders on the direct impact that correct tire inflation can have on truck 

and driver safety, as well as a fleet’s bottom line. Sponsored annually by the U.S. Tire 

Manufacturers Association (USTMA), National Tire Safety Week is an initiative aimed at 

providing information on the essentials of proper tire care and maintenance. 

“Checking the tire pressure is right up there with making sure there’s fuel in the tank,” 

said Jon Intagliata, Bendix product manager for Tire Pressure Monitoring Systems (TPMS). 

“And it’s almost as vital to keep things running smoothly, safely, and efficiently: Underinflation by 

as little as 10 percent can reduce fuel economy by 1.5 percent; 20 percent underinflation cuts 

tire life by 30 percent – consequences shown by research of the American Trucking 

Associations’ Technology & Maintenance Council.” 

That means maintaining the correct tire pressure will make a big difference over the long 

haul, since fuel and tires tend to be among fleets’ largest expenses. Additionally, underinflated 

tires experience increased stress and generate higher running temperatures, compounding the 
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risk of tire blowouts – about 90 percent of which are the result of underinflation, according to 

industry studies. 

 

The Right Tools 

As the North American leader in the development and manufacture of active safety and 

braking solutions for commercial vehicles, Bendix recognizes that circumstances and driving 

conditions can change moment-to-moment, and it’s not always the right place for an immediate 

spot check. A TPMS like the SmarTire® Tire Pressure Monitoring System by Bendix CVS – or 

the SmarTire® Trailer-Link™ TPMS by Bendix CVS for trailers – is the best tool for tracking 

proper psi on each tire and providing a driver with real-time information and pressure alerts. 

Data is transmitted wirelessly to a driver display in the cab and can also be read by a technician 

using a handheld tool if the vehicle is in the shop. 

A system with a wheel-mounted sensor inside the tire – such as SmarTire – also allows 

the TPMS to continuously monitor temperature inside the tire, as well as pressure. This enables 

the system to provide a deviation value showing the amount of overinflation or underinflation 

from the tire’s cold inflation pressure (CIP), automatically taking into account any increase in 

pressure due to temperature and adjusting the system alerts as necessary. Reading 

temperature also helps the system alert the driver to potential wheel-end issues, such as 

dragging brakes, and may help the driver mitigate potential tire fires. 

TPMS technologies also make it easier to ensure that both tires on a dual-tire wheel-end 

are equally pressurized: As little as a 5 psi difference between the two can create problems 

such as accelerated or irregular tire wear. 

Armed with real-time tire status information, drivers and technicians can address 

problems before they become safety hazards. And tire inspections and maintenance become 

more efficient, without the need for manual pressure checks.  

The safety system data can also help fleets running TPMS-equipped vehicles shape 

their tire strategy and maintenance plans when paired with a back-office system like 

SafetyDirect® from Bendix CVS – a web portal that allows analysis of real-time information from 

TPMS and other connected safety technologies. With this information, fleets can plan vehicle 

service in advance, and better address issues such as frequent tire replacements, tire failures 

on the road, and tire repair downtime. 
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Making the Difference 

“With today’s advanced brakes engineered to meet Reduced Stopping Distance 

requirements, and commercial vehicle manufacturers building vehicles with required full-stability 

technologies, trucks and buses already rely on tires in good condition running at proper 

inflation,” Intagliata said. “More fleets are adopting collision mitigation, and the industry is 

looking to more advancements in driver assistance that are dependent upon precise and 

controlled interaction between a driver, technology, and the road beneath – a huge part of that 

fleet safety equation comes down to the tires and the simple matter of proper pressure.” 

Intagliata also noted that TPMS, like all Bendix safety technologies, complements safe 

driving practices. No commercial vehicle safety technology replaces a skilled, alert driver 

exercising safe driving techniques and proactive, comprehensive driver training. Responsibility 

for the safe operation of the vehicle remains with the driver at all times. 

Bendix SmarTire® and SafetyDirect® belong to the full suite of Bendix technologies that 

delivers safety, vehicle performance, and efficiency, backed by unparalleled post-sales support. 

By supporting fleets in these areas critical to their success, Bendix strengthens return on 

investment in advanced equipment that puts drivers behind the wheels of safer trucks, lowers 

total cost of ownership, and helps enhance highway safety across North America. 

To learn more about Bendix TPMS, call 1-800-AIR-BRAKE or visit bendix.com. For 

deeper insight on Bendix technology and the commercial vehicle landscape through podcasts, 

blogs, videos, and more, visit the Knowledge Dock® at knowledge-dock.com. 

 

About Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC 

Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems, a member of the Knorr-Bremse Group, develops and 

supplies leading-edge active safety technologies, energy management solutions, and air brake 

charging and control systems and components under the Bendix® brand name for medium- and 

heavy-duty trucks, tractors, trailers, buses, and other commercial vehicles throughout North 

America. An industry pioneer, employing more than 3,200 people, Bendix is driven to deliver 

solutions for improved vehicle safety, performance, and overall operating cost. Contact us at 

1-800-AIR-BRAKE (1-800-247-2725) or visit bendix.com. Stay connected and informed through 

Bendix expert podcasts, blog posts, videos, and other resources at knowledge-dock.com. 

Follow Bendix on Twitter at twitter.com/Bendix_CVS. Log on and learn from the Bendix experts 

at brake-school.com. And to learn more about career opportunities at Bendix, visit 

bendix.com/careers. 
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